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I. DESKRIPSI MATA  KULIAH 
The course’s primary concern is to reveal the characteristics of different historical states 
of languages. It also provides students with knowledge about language changes and how 
historical and comparative methods are applied to analyze its process and result. Basic 
principles in this genetic linguistics such as internal and external change and 
reconstruction are discussed 
 
II. STANDARISASI KOMPETENSI MATA KULIAH 
At the end of the course, students are expected to have acquired: 
1. a good understanding of knowledge about language change 
2. a good understanding of knowledge about language relationships 
3. a good understanding of how to analyze language change 
 
 
III. POKOK BAHASAN DAN RINCIAN POKOK BAHASAN 
Minggu 
Ke Pokok Bahasan Rincian Pokok Bahasan Waktu 
I Orientation  
 
introducing  and discussing a syllabus 
 
II Introduction  a. The nature of Linguistic 
relationships 
b. The scope of Comparative and 
Historical Linguistics 
c. Philology and Field work 
d.  Attitudes to language change 
 
III Classification of language  a. genetic classification of language 
b. Language family  
Assignment 1distributed 
 
IV Types of sound change Assignment 1 due 
a. loss and addition of phonemes 
b. assimilation 
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d. other sound changes 
Assignment 2 distributed 
 
V Types of sound change Assignment 2 due 
a. loss and addition of phonemes 
b. assimilation 
c. dissimilation 
d. other sound changes 
Assignment 3 distributed 
 
VI Expressing sound 
change 
 
Assignment 3 due 
writing rules 
Assignment 4 distributed 
 
VII Expressing sound 
change 
 
Assignment 4 due  
ordering of changes 
Assignment 5 distributed   
 
VIII Expressing sound 
change 
 
Assignment 5 due  
ordering of changes 
Assignment 6 distributed  
 
IX Assignment 6 due 
Review 
 
X Mid Test 
XI Review and  
Phonetic and phonemic 
change 
a.  Reviewing  the test result 
b. Phonetic Change without Phonemic 
Change 
c. Phonetic Change with Phonemic 
Change 
d. Phonemic Change without Phonetic 
Change 
Assignment 7 distributed  
 
XII Phonetic and phonemic 
change 
Assignment 7 due 
a. Phonetic Change without Phonemic 
Change 
b. Phonetic Change with Phonemic 
Change 
c. Phonemic Change without Phonetic 
Change 
Assignment 8 distributed 
 
XIII Reconstruction  Assignment 8 due 
a. How to apply Comparative method 
b. sound correspondence and 
reconstruction 
c. reconstruction of conditioned sound 
changes 
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Assignment 9 distributed 
XIII-
XIV 
Reconstruction  Assignment 9 due 
a. How to apply Comparative method 
b. sound correspondence and 
reconstruction 
c. reconstruction of conditioned sound 
changes 
Assignment 10 distributed 
 
XV Internal Reconstruction Assigment 10 due 
a. Synchronic alternations 
b. Limitations of internal reconstruction 
 
XVI Review   
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IV. REFERENSI/ SUMBER BAHAN 
A. Wajib    : 
Crowley, Terry. 1992. An Introduction to Historical Linguistics. Auckland: OUP 
B. Anjuran : 
Arlotto, Anthony. 1972. Introduction to Historical Linguistics. Boston: Houghton Mifflin 
Company. 
O’Graddy, William. Contemporary Linguistics.  
Some articles from the Internet  
 
V. EVALUASI 
No Komponen Evaluasi Bobot (%) 
1 Attendance 10% 
2 Assignments 15% 
3 Class participation  15% 
3 Mid Test 25% 
4 Final Test 35% 
Jumlah 100% 
 
Topics of Reading 
Introduction  
1. Awal Mula timbulnya bahasa (Keraf Ch.1)   
2. The nature of Linguistic relationships, Attitudes to language   change (Crowley. Ch. 1) 
3. The scope of Comparative and Historical Linguistics, Philology and Field work 
(Arlotto, Ch. 1-2) 
 
 
Classification of language 
1. Genetic classification of language, Language family (Arlotto, Ch. 3-4)  
2. Linguistik Bandingan Historis (Keraf, Ch. 2) 
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Types of sound change 
1. loss and addition of phonemes  
2. assimilation 
3. Dissimilation 
4. other types of sound change (Arlotto, Ch. 6), (Crowley, Ch. 2) 
 
Expressing sound change 
1. writing rules (Crowley Ch 3), (Arlotto, Appendix 2) 
2. ordering of changes (Crowley, Ch. 3) 
 
Phonetic and phonemic change 
1. Phonetic Change without Phonemic Change 
2. Phonetic Change with Phonemic Change 
3. Phonemic Change without Phonetic Change (Crowley, Ch. 4)  
4. Implikasi Rekonstruksi (Keraf, Ch. 6) 
 
Reconstruction  
1. Dasar Perbandingan Bahasa (Keraf, Ch. 3) 
2. Metode Perbandingan (Keraf, Ch. 4) 
3. Metode Rekonstruksi (Keraf, Ch. 5) 
4. How to apply Comparative method, sound correspondence and reconstruction, reconstruction 
of conditioned sound changes (crowley, Ch. 5) 
5. internal reconstruction (Crowley, Ch. 7) 
 
Indo-European 
The Indo-European Language, Consonants, Grimm’s Law and Verner’s law, Laryngeal Theory 
(Arlotto, Ch. 8) 
 
Grammatical and semantic changes 
Grammatical change and Semantic change (Crowley, Ch. 8) (Arlotto, Ch. 10-11) 
 
Observing language change 
The traditional view, Indeterminacy, Variability, The spread of change (Crowley, Ch. 10) 
 
 
